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The Co-operator

Manager's Reportby Dave Hemesath

There still remains much baakfice work
to be done in regards to the merger and from ta
ing to other managers who have gone through
something similar, this is not unusual. In additio
we have some new faces in the accounting dep
ment and it will take time for them to become fu
familiar with our systems. Operationally, the twg
companies are fully integrated and we are con-
stantly tweaking the way we interact between lo
tions. The agronomy department is looking forw
to spring and the ability to utilize their equipmen
and employees over the entire territory. It will
make us much more efficient as a company ang
crease our level of service to you. Your board o
directors will be conducting a board retreat in
March. Essentially this is an all day board plann
meeting. It will be held in Decorah.

Employee Changes

Shirley Frana has announced her intentig
to retire by the end of March. | would like to ex-
press my sincerest appreciation to Shirley for al
the help, time and effort she has given me and \
co-op since the merger. She will be greatly miss
Please let her know how much you appreciate I
years of service.

A controller has been hired and he starte
with us on February 8th. His name is Kevin Moc
Kevin brings with him a wealth of accounting ex
perience and background and is already helping
move forward with our bookkeeping needs. We
have also moved most bookkeeping functions f
the Fort Atkinson location to Ossian, and are cu
rently in the process of interviewing for a book-
keeper to take over those functions as well. We
have dozens of applications to sort through. Ha

all accounting processes in one office will greatl

increase our productivity in that area, allow us to

y

create overlap in duties and reduce errors and dupli-

cation.David Schneiter and Brittany Kuennen w
be assuming office duties in Fort Atkinson.
Grain Comments

There has been much publicity about some

million bushel corn bunkers turning black and al
though their circumstances may be different the

those on your own farm, it does give us a glimpse
of the storage issues we will face with this imma;

ture crop once it warms up in the spring. | would
strongly urge you to start moving some grain no
before the weather warms. Get the peaks out of
those bins. If you have not checked your bins

lately, get out there and do it today! In Decembe

we talked about the downside objective for corn
would be $3.6853.90. Currently March CBOT
corn is trading right at $3.72. There is a gap tha
may try to get filled between $3.97 and $4.03 or
the May chart. Basis has firmed nicely though w
Lawler trading at-8H. This would be a good time
to price any May HTA’s and get the corn shippe
Historically we would see prices move higher ng
through June, but it would not surprise me to se
muted rally this spring. Fundamentals look negz
in corn and beans both, with some ag forecaste
calling for prices at loan rates by September. Si
funds do not have much ownership, they could
prices up if they start buying, if they do, look for
that to be a selling opportunity. | like starting a
scaled up selling program on old and new crop
grains, at least we have some coverage on if pr
retreat. If you need to move unpriced grain we ¢
offer Price Later or Basis Contracts, ship the grz
now and price any time by August 31/May 21.
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Agronomy Notes from the
Farmers Union Agronomy
Team

Croplan Seeds is hosting a training
seminar for all individuals involved in
the production of forages.

what: FORAGE DAY

When: Tuesday, March 16th at 9:00 a.m. —
2:00 p.m. lunch included

Registration at 8:45 am

Please RSVP by March 11, 2010 to Keith Steinlage
(532-9381), Kory Jacobson (534 -7216), orJim
Eggerichs - 641-330-5547 for meal.

Where: Northeast lowa Community College -
Calmar,IA

Wilder Learning Center Auditorium

Just off Hwy 24 and Hwy 150 in Calmar, IA

Topics and Agenda :

9:00 Jim Eggerichs — Welcome and Introduction
9:10 Randy Welch - Alfalfa establishment, manage-
ment, RR Alfalfa Update, Italian Ryegrass - Fact or
Fad

10:30 Jeff Berdan — Forage Management, Preserva-
tives, Inoculants and Acids. What should | use?
12:00 Lunch

12:45 Jim Eggerichs — Corn Silage — What is new
and What works?

Drawing will be held for 5 bags of CG Alfalfa and 5
bags of Forage First products!

The topics covered will help you learn more about
forages, grasses, and silage production to increase
your productivity and profitability. This is a unique
opportunity to educate yourself on topics that we
all have many questions about, but rarely get the
opportunity to ask and learn more about! Please
come ready to learn and ask a lot of questions per-
taining to your own farming operation.

Attention Anhydrous Ammonia Users

For all patrons who are using or simply pulling
Anhydrous tanks on public roads the lowa De-
partment of Transportation is requiring you to
have a USDOT number. Anyone who meets
the following criteria must display a name and
number on both sides of vehicle, visible fromad
tance of 50 feet.

-any vehicle transporting Hazardous Material in §
quantity requiring placards.

-any power unit with a gross vehicle weight
(GVWR) of 10,001 or more pounds

-a combination vehicle with a gross weight of
26,001 or more pounds.

Anhydrous Ammonia does fall under the classifig
tion of hazardous material and the new law start
on February 1, 2010. Just wanted to make you :
aware of this, Thank you.

Greenlawn
by Farmers Union Coperative

For all old accounts and any new accounts that
would like to have your lawn serviced this summ
it is that time of year to make arrangements. Thg
coop offers the following four application.
EARLY SPRING: a NitrogetPhosphorus
Potassium fertilizer applied to help bring plants g
of dormancy and promote Spring green up. Fert
izer is partnered with a herbicide for control of cr
grass and other annual grasses.
LATE SPRING: a foliar broadleaf weed control fg
dandelions and other broadleaf weeds, along wit
fertilizer to continue plant growth and root develg
ment.
SUMMER: a slow release, ndsurning fertilizer
applied for regulated feeding of plants.
Fall: a broadleaf weed control for annual and pef
nial weeds and a fall fertilizer for plant health ang
winter survival.
Call Justin Birdsell for any questions and to get
signed up today (56832-9381).
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Words to live by: “A life spent making mistakes is not only more
honorable, but more useful than a life spent doing nothing.”




Farmers Union As the calves will check it and ignore it later.
Never let a feeder run empty and restart the
Feed Department calves as this may cause upset digestive tracts.
Maintain feed troughs so there isn’'t build up
of fines or caked up feed after it rains.
Creep Feed Season To aid in the control of intakes, move the

Fiber Creeps feeder away from water and spots where the

It seems to have been a very long winter bi@oWs congregate as the calves intakes increase.
the bright side is the first day of Spring is only
three weeks away and the fact that many of Limited Intake Programs
you have calves on the ground or are soon exyhen looking at using a starch based creep
pecting them means spring is close. system it is recommended that a fiber based

I would like to touch briefly on how to makesreep be used to start the calves and when the
the most of your calves potential during the average consumption has reached a 150 Ibs/

upcoming year. head then transition to a blend of corn and Ac-
Creep Pasture Gest 14 B68 is a LandOlakesiiration Intake Modified Technology.

Purina Feeds formula that we manufacture l0-This a product that has a specific blend of in-

cally that can enhance just this type of per- gredients that, when blended at a particular in-
formance. clusion rate with corn, will control intakes at

Local proofs that have been done have  roughly 5- 6 Ibs/ head/ day. The mix rate of
ranged from 2.2 to 2.75 Ibs rate of gain whileaccuration to corn will increase as the calves
on Creep Feeds and are proven to give an ey to keep their intakes in the optimal range.
70-80 Ibs or more weighing weight. For those with stuffer programs for the

Typically the creep duration is around-75 grower/ finish phase, this program is ideal as
100 days and they should consume betweenryoy continue the IM Tech right through to sell-
2.2 Ibs to 8.25 Ibs/ head/ day. ing the fats.

How Creep Gest works is it provides a Accuration is ideal to transition to when your
highly digestable blend of fibers along with afiber creeps hit the top end of intakes as this
balanced mineral/ vitamin profile, salt and prill help bring them onto corn also.
tein to maximize growth along side of your | would also like to add that the Accuration
pasture or hay. program is a good alternative for developing

Ruman microbes will shift in population to dairy heifers for those of you that have ade-
digest fiber or starch. So during the season @uate pasture in the summer. This works well
pasture with milk from the cow, we want to tjl| they reach about 700 Ibs.
capitalize on this fiber digesting bug popula- With any creep program as the pasture quan-
tion in the gut. tity and quality decreases into the fall, supple-

Montana State University ( Bowman 1997 )mental forage will need to be added to keep
did a study that by adding NeStructural Car- them full and help control intakes.

bohydrates to early in a calves life during this

stage can reduce forage intake and forage diwe will be happy to discuss with you what

gestablility. program, or combination may best suit your

needs to get the most out of your 2010 calf
Manageing Creep Programs crop.

Creep feeding should start around&weeks

of age and run 75 days or until the cap of 8 Ib¥ye do have a very competitive booking price

Hd/ day. available on Creep Gest at present, so give
Never pull and empty feeder into the pasturgean, Lee, or myself a call for a booking price.




Farmers Union Co-0p
1913 Co Road B 32
Ossian 1A 52161

Return Service Requested

Bulk Rate
U.S. Postage
Paid
Fort Atkinson, la
Permit No. 3

Winter Hours
Mon.—Friday 7:304:30
Saturday 8:00-11:00

No Deliveries on Saturday becaus¢ of

a reduced staff until April.

After hour or Saturday deliveries
subject to $25 charge
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Words to live by: “Though no one can go back and

make a brand new start, anyone can start from now and

make a brand new ending.”

FARMERS UNION SCHOLARSHIP
Farmers Union Gmp is offering two $250.00

scholarships. To qualify, student must be a high

school senior of a Gop member and be stud
ing in an agrelated field. Applications may b

picked up at any cop location or we can email

one to you.
ftcoop@acegroup.cc

Justin Birdsell- Professional Applicator 565%32-9381



